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What's in the newspaper you're reading? And what's left out? Are you getting the coverage of 

local, international, political and economic stories you want or need? Our MediaRDI project 

is beginning to explore these questions.  We’ve started by analyzing the New York Times over 

the last 25 years.  These graphs compare foreign and domestic coverage.  We are currently devel-

oping technologies that will allow us to o�er this kind of analysis as a type of “nutritional infor-

mation label” for various media sources.New York Times : U.S. vs. World Coverage from 1987 to 2007
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U.S. vs. World Stories on the Front Page
the percentage of stories each month on the front page that were about the U.S. and the rest of the World

World news coverage spikes 

during the Persian Gulf War.

The US debates the invasion 

of Iraq.

Attention shifts from the 

Olympic Games in Sydney 

to the US election.

The US invades Panama.

The end of several sports seasons 

leads to a rapid decline in US 

news stories.The assassination of Yitzhak 

Rabin leads to a surge in 

international coverage.

The Olympics in Atlanta 

contribute to more foreign 

coverage all summer.

September 11th attacks on 

the US
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U.S. vs. World Stories
the percentage of “top news” stories each month that were about the U.S.  and the rest of the World
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